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The commitiee bad recognized the value of
the press in circulating their fucts and fig-
ures, and felt under especial obligations to
the JHustrafed Christian Weekly and the
New York Mail, They suggest toe employ-
ment of some competent person to devote
his whole time to the supoly of freshand in-
teresting Assaciation intelligenee to leading
newspapers all over the country.

The relations belween our own associns
tions and those in forelgn lands bave always
been thoroughly fraternal ; but never before
bas there bern so mueh of intervisitation or
a better intelligence of one snotner’s work,
I'he seventh conference of the assoviations
of =l landsis appointed to meet ut  Ham-
burgh, Germany, on the 14b of August.
This Convention is iovited to aceredit dele-
gales representing the associations ot North
America, and your eomuittee have been io-
vited to prepare papers on the following
topics : 1, ** What bas been Accomphsbed
by Young Men’s Christiom Associations 77’
9. «The Christian and Social Importance of
Young Men’s Christian Associgtions,” These
papers are now in course of preparation.

The report acknowledges the courtesy of
seeretaries in furpishing reports from Great
Britain, France, Germany, snd Switzerlod,
piving detailed accounts of four bundred
and twenty associations in Europe, and ask
leave to embody reporis which they are ex-
pecting from Holland and Belgum, 1In this
connection it 1s interesting to note the fuct
that the committee has received u full report
of a Youvng Met’s Christisn Association or-
vinized by and among the Clinese of Sun
I'rureisco,  Mr., Loh Chee is president, Mr.
Yam Chiug is secretary.  They number 250
weibers.  They expend over $300, and
were organized in 1871l They bold two
niectings ench week, with an average attend-
ance ok 100,

We have also a report from Yokohama of
an American association ot 70 members or-
ranized the current yeur,

The conterence of ussociation secrefaries
just adjourned in Washington was regarded
as Wnhing un era in the development ol the
work, and suggested two miost importunt
matiers: 1. Tne demand for suitably quall-
tivdd secreinries who will muke it their hife-
work., 2. The paramount duty of local asso-
¢istions to put men in trainiog who will ul-
timately be able to meet these high require-
ments. :

Tuhe Bureau of Edueation at Washington
mentions the hibraries of the associutions as
most importast edueationnl forees, and the

S ; . committee urges an iperease of the number
& a0 \‘] ':\'_"] with a l“ }“1:!(" ol yolumes in the libraries, and more caretul
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ov, Dunean Motirezor, of - Manchester,
Py woes tunne usly elected an bouo-
ol the Convention, aud
Pl phattonm smnd lowd applause,
soctophas Broonerd, of New Yaork, chair-
f teadd the teport of tue Exccutive

Vive=iesiden

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, LO-
CATED IN NEW YORK,
| Pl e itee had souzhbt to throw the
§ ! sty o duead work as tar as possi-
oreaniziatiions, and to act
wots nud helpers, They had
comit ees  extibiting
vound judgwent, and prosecut-
BT Lrealer suecess, than in
N yedts previous,
atiter Lus received reports from
s vreanizanons: The Provioees
Piuessick, Nova Seoliy, ontario,
Stebees Toe =ates ol Alsbamu, Cones
. rebr, Dlineis, Indianey, Iowa,
e wee Muine, Mar lund, Missachusells,
| e Minuesotu, Neoraska, New York,
v Neww Heawyebire, Obio, Peva-
Shode T-lund, South Caroliog, Yer-
i, Wistonsu.
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P report urzes the pmportance of the
! O Correspunding weiwbers as ubso-
Six ol the Stale
el comwaittees wlrendy employ
veoWho sive their wicle time to the
Feorrespondenes, visitution, bolding
wountl w nolde baud of un-
LV indoer sssistunts bave been at work.
b bewrs are,ut Albauy, ¢he Couvention
cl e egrresponding wambers to cull
Cand provncial Convenions, During
Lt yesr seventeen were bedd, ns follows:
St proviaees of Ontarie gud Quebee,
St Connecticut, Greorgia, Hlinois, In-
o Mo, Mugy lund, Musssebrasetts, Min-

; sty New Hawpshive, New ¥ork, Ohio,
Coansyivani, Veowont, Yirgioia, At these,
ALt assoviatious were represented by 1,244
;’ - lu twe States—Virgioia and
P llu—it was therr lirst conw -ntion.
sav e —Cupneeticut, paine, und New York—
<UL year their nioth apoual mecting,
il there seveulen conventiove this
e el Convention wye represented eitber
LY soRe comnitiee, Lhelr secretury, or sdsil-
Arugeul or by prowioeat members ol the
Seiciadeens, who uttended, by your request,
Svolr eepresentutives,  The foliowing ges-
e dteepled our Juvitatiop, and left theie
sasillens cogugeisents o perform Lhis ser-
¢o D, Thane Mitler, Russell gturgis, Je.,
: h.‘ Forter, L. W. Munbsll, 1, K. Cree,
e Tugpart, G, AL Hally K, K, Remington,
M. Moore, end M. B. Critchet. The
buclts Huwivg Irom the visits of wep of
Suvhexperieuce dre oo obvious to require
“miment upd it is boped thut ju future the
“ouventicos wiil epjoy yet more of Lhe pre-
Beticr of sueh representutives,

_dbe commitiee bed peld guring the year
ouleronces a3 10 the best Higuns of Prosecli
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Vigoae Miber, * the Association
the
ANLIVersilles DOW in ses-
Plocve lpnia, the Presbytertan Giene-
Lutberan
Yescmibly, und the Umited Presby-

The report quotes the resolution adopted
at Davton List vear recomurending the se-
cond Lord’s day of Noyember us a day ol
o cial praser for God’s blessing on the As-
sociution work, ond renews thie recommend-
ation for the sume observance this yeur,

The visttation work of the committee had
been greatly enlurged, aud the report speaks
in very hizh terms ot the work of Mr.
Weindensall at the West,und that of Rev. K.
Von sehluembiet among the Germuns ol the
country,

The wost important eplarzement of our
work the pust year has beon in coneection
' | with the visitation by Messrs. T, K. Crecand
| G. AL Hudl, This was uodertaken by Lhe
| committee at the request of the State com-
| miltees of Virginia, Georgia, and Alabawma.
3| Toe tourtlusted eighty days, closing on the
1st of May. It extended over 6,650 wiles,
through eizhtstates, from Virgima to Texas,
Tlorty points, including all the leading eities
of thut section, were visited, A cordial wels
come wis everywhere extended, A Dlessed
wolk of grace accompanied the labors of
these gentlemen in most of the eities, They
are bere with  Messrs, Weidensall and Von
sehluembach to tell of the gracious provi-
dential goidapce attendivg  them in 1he
blessed work to which the Lord has called
them, -

The enlargement of the work bad so
ereatly imcreased the correspondecce and
other work ot the committee as to render an
addition to their working force absolutely
necessary,

The report earnestly commends the Asso-
¢iation Hymn-Book, their hfe-gertiticates, nnd
the foilowing pawpllets, which Lhey pub-
hishi:

Suyggestions as to the Organization and
Work ol Youug Men’s Christian Associa-
tions;

The Work of Young Men’s Christian As-
sceiations in Siail Towns ;

The Test of Membership in the Young
Mew’s Christinn Association

The Work ol the Corresponding Members
of the Ixecutive Committee §

The Young Men's Christian Association
As 1t Is=1Its Field, Work, aopd Azencies §

Office Quahfications, and Work of the
General seeretary, L

Otlice (Qualiications, and Work of the
General Seeretary, 11
. The committee give a detailed report of
their treansurer, showing the receipt sud dis-
burscwent of £9.805.52.

The report closes us follows:

f'he colmmittee recommend the adoption
by the Convention of resolutions approviog
and providing for the following matters us
important lor the prosceutiou of its work the
couming yeuar:

I'he calling of two or more conferences of
the Executive Cowmittee, the corresponding
members, und other (riends of the cause,
I'ne seiting apart of the second Lord's day
in November as u day of prayer, as hereto-
fore, with u recommwendation that ov that
day a collcetion be taken up iv- aid of the
general worke
Distinct ¢ffort to promote the genersl io-
Association

troduction und use of the
Hemnn-Book,

Definite autbority to the Executive Com-
witlee Lo iovite promiuvent Association

workers to represent this Convention in
State, provineial, und district conyentions
and conterences,

Revewed cffurts to secure the general
adoptioa of tke lte-membership certificate
prepared by order el the Conyention some
tour yeacs since,

The appointinent of delegutes to the Con-
ferenee of 1he Associutions of All Lanas, jn
Hamuvurgh, Germany, next August.

An ipcresse in the anovual 1ocome of the
committee to the sum of twenty theusiud
doilars, having in view the following spe-
citic otjeets:

An energetic prosecu
the western field.

Anp immediate resumption of the work so
syceesstully prosecuted in the South . and
Southwest the past semson. Though com-
menced some years ago, the testimony of
suceess bas neyer been so strong 8¢ DOW.

A libera! contribution to the German Na-
tional Bund for Lhe maintenance of on agent
in their fleld,

For the psyment of the expenses of yolun-
{eer visitors in the fielas untouched by the

agencies just nawed, espocially ia the eeoure

tion of the work in

vention at the annual Stale and provincial
conferences,

The employment of a competent assistant
secretary, to the end that entire unity and
harmony may be preserved in the conduct of
this growing work, now extended far beyond
the anticipations of those who witnessed the
organizition of the present committee, and
to the end that the information aud experi-
ence which accumulate so rapidly may be
mude everywhere available through a prompt
correspondence and through the mewspa-
pers, whose columns in every city are open
for the matter which we prepare,

Authority to the present committee to
complete its work by the publication of the
proeeedines of this Convention and the pre-
paration of the papers for the Hamburgh
conference, :

The redrianization of the committee upon
the foliowing basis—viz : Seven resident
members in a prominent ¢ity, and eight non-
resident members representing various sec-
tions of the country, Five to bea quorum for
the transaction of business.

The following is a summary of the reports
of the associutions for the current year:

536 bave complied with the request of the
committee, and furnished reports to this
Counvention; being 150 more than reported
last yesr. This result bas been secured by
special etfort in the collection of reports
both by the ceotral ofice and by the corre-
gsponding members It has also been ascer-
tained that some of the associations formerly
on the roll have ceused to exist, and upon
the corrected roll we pow have the names of
700 associations. 33 of these ure in colleges,
and 20 are German associations.

8 494 report un aggregale membership of
7416,

Toe anvual eurrent expenses reported by
326 amount Lo 2356425,

90 persons are scting us general secretaries
and agents of the various associations and
the Stute and international commiltees.

252 keep open resding-rooms, and 156 of
these report a daily attendanee of 10,430,

190 own libraries, numbering 180,257 vol-
un‘;e:-, and of these 137 are valued ut $190,-
138.

56 bave buildings valued at 22,434,900,
On these there is a debt of $700,750. Lust
yearthere were 50 building=.

42 bave buildiog funds amonnting to 390,
093. The azgregate of buildings und build-
ing funds amounts to §2,825 803, being an
iperesse of £338,231 over last year—a clear
bulding property of §2,125,143,

45 provide sitnations, and ot these 25 bave
found employment for 8,721 persoos.

206 observed the day of prayer in Novem-
ber.

83 daily praver-meetings are be'd.

473 hold regular weekly prayer-meetings
to the number of 635.

110 held 181 open air meetings per week.

717 oiber meetings, in jails, hospitals,
schonl=hou-es, and elsewhere, huve been held
by 208 ussociations.

120 conduet u weekly Bible class, and 76
report an average weekly attendance of
2.952,

Your committee cannot close this report
without stating in contrast the condition of
the ussociations us they appeared at Albany
pire vears ago aud ns they are now,

Then, there were less than 80 associations,
onlv 65 of which reporied; now, 536 ac-
tually report,

‘L'uen, 52 were represented in the Conven-
tion; now, over 200 ure represented by their
delezates,

Then, one buildicg which cost £10,000,
and the beginnivgs ol two or three funds:
now, 56 buildings worth #2,434.600, and 42
funds abierdy amounting to F390L063, In
all, 2,825 893 capital invested in our work.

Then, nine general scereturies: now, 90
are employed,

Then, nearly hall the sssociations without
the evapwelicsl test 3 now, nearly all harmp-
moeus and waited, exiuing the Christisn
eharacter of the organmzition,

Tuoen, no State conventions: now, seven-
teen State apd proviocial conventions, euch
with its cllective committee and six emuploy-
ing secretaries,

Then, #8835 was ruised for all the work
prosecuted by aflifisted societies; now, 0,
805 for the General Executive Committee und
£19,336 by the State and provinel commit-
Lees, nugregating 320,141 for the work of Lhe
affiliated societies,

Then, no general system of visitation ;
pow, two representatives ol the Generul
Committee (with three other gentlemen en-
waged for a portion of the year), the six Stute
und provinenl secretarics, aud u host ol ca-
pable volunteer visitors.

Thev, isolution, disorganization; now,
coneert of action, confidence, hurmony in
prineiples, und thorough cciperution in ag-
gressive eflort,

All of which is respectfully submitted.

CEeraas Braiserp,
Tisoray G. SELLEW, Ji.,
JAMES BTOKES, JR.,
Rovgkrr R McBor~ey,
Epcar A, Hureniss,
Bexdayiy C. WETMORE,
Vewrasvs Monrsg, M. D.,
Executive Committee.

Mr. Robert Weidensall, one of the general
avents of Lbe comunitee who has been work-
ing in the West, mude a deeply interesting
report of bis work:

“This report includes a term of eight
mounths, from the 1st of October, 1874. to the
last of May, 1875,

«During this time I bave travelled 6,850
miles, stopped in 54 vities and towns, visited
21 exisling associations, some of them three
or four times, wost of them several times,
and assisted personzlly in oreanizing or pre-
paring the way to orgapize 16 new associa-
tions. 11 of which I know to be actively en-
giged in the work they undertook to do.
have attended one Slate, one county, and
two district conventions, and was present ut
the anniversaries of three associations. This
varied work bas embraced correspoudence,
personul interviews swith the officers of the
associations or with ministers and leading
luy wen, familiar talks with the active mem-
bers slone orassembled together, taking the
lead in some new feature of Christinn work
ke street-preachivg, cottage prayer-meel-
ings, ete., public addresses, und Bible-read-
ings., All the detail of this service capnol
of course be adequately reported.

« To build up tue Association cause in the
Northwest is a most difficult matter. Oa
every hand churcbes are struggling to cancel
their indebtedness; many other organiza-
tions are pressed upon theattention ol Cbris-
tinn men with indefatigable zeal, Io addi-
tiou to this, the multitude of extinct associa-
tions that were born in excitement and be-
ean to die imwediately after they were born
bus crested an impression that our society is
but a short-lived institntion and wakes no
claim for permavent support. And last but
not least, there is a conosiderable number of

ing friends of the Association thatsail under
its colors when it is popular, but when trial
comes persistently stand in the way of its
healthy development,

o Notwithstunding all these things there
is po good reason for discouragement on the
part of the true friends of our cause ; for
po other organization csu take the place of
the Association, and the peed of its work
tbroughout the entire Northwest is luments-
bly felt and generally acknowledged. More-
over, the associutions are sleadily growing,
apd are securing the coGperation of the best
Christiun men and wivisters. Beveral things
have conspired to bring about this result.
The development of the associalions in the
East, the eontinued ecfforts of the Interna-
tional Executive Comimittee in orgenizing
and fostering the Association work in the
Western States, the failure of ull imitations
of the Young Men’s Christisn Association to

cistions In otber localities of experienced
men who readily identify themselves with
the Association becsuse they know what It
is and what it -can do.

¢ The work of the past eight months was
chiefly confined to Mionesota and lilmois 3
but lows und Wiscousin were also visitedi”

would-be and, ~ bave no doubt, well-mean-| y

do its work, and the immigration from asso- |-

the places he bad visited, the difficulties be
had encountered, and the work he had per-
formed,

Rev. Frederick Von Schluembach was then
clled out, sud made a most effective address,
in which he gave a sketch of the peculiar
dificulties which environ the work amovg
the Germans, and a history of bis work
among his people. Hemadea number of tell-
ing hits, which brought down the house,
and when be coocluded with the assuravce
that the work of the Lord was progressing
amony his people the Convention rose to its
feet and sung with a will, * Praise God from
whom all blessings flaow ??; after which Rev.
Mr. Tageart led in thepksgiving for the
blessing of the Lerd among the Germans,

The following extract gives the spirit of
Mr. Von Schluembach’s report :

*Thbe tirst oational convention of Ger-
man Young Men’s Christian associations ss-
sembled at Baltimore, Md., October 22d to
26th, 1874, Thirteen associations were repre-
sented, and after mature deliberation a Na-
tional Bond of German Young Men’s Chris-
tian Associations was establizhed. [In effeet-
ing this orgapnizition we were greatly aided
by Messrs. Cephas Brainerd und R. C. Morse,
of New York. The Convention bonored me
with the position of general secretary, and,
through aid afforded by the Interpational
Exrecutive Committee, I have been enabled to
devote several months to the work of cor-
respondence und visitution among these asso-
ciations.

«Qur plan of operation necessarily dif-
fars in some points from yours, because Ger-
mans here still retain many of their peculiar
pa'tonul eharacteristics ; and especially is the
alliance less close among their various denom-
inations than atmopy the Awmerican churches.
Thereforec we nrst try to icflueoce the
German clergzymen of a city, each one to or-
ganizz a Young Men’s Christian Association
in his own chureh. Suhiequently we request
these local societies Lo bapd together into a
eentral Young Men’s Christian Association
in enh city, which fosters the general cause,
independent of sectarian work, und tries to
reach tbe outlyving masses of German youth.™

ic then gives u deeply iuteresting detailed
gtatement of Lis labors, sud conciuded as
follows:

« Evervwhere I was welcomed and cheer-
ed, and I came to the conclusion that God in
His infioite Jove has at last opened a way by
which we can properly upite the German
Christians to work for the cood of young
meks

+ I eannnot close this report without thank-
ing the Internitional Executive Committee
most heartily, in the nsme of thousands of
Germans, for enabling me to make this tour.”

¥R« GEORGE A. MIALL,

of Washinglon. then save a deeply interest-
ing acconnt of the tour of Thomas K. Cree
and bimself through tbe South, Hedrew a
vivid contrist between the cold reception
with which such labors were reccived in the
South five years ago and the warm greetings
and cordisl cotiperation with which they bad
wet in their recent tour. He spoke most
feelingiy of how the mea of the Nortb and
Sonth had come to love each other more as
they kuew each other better, and as they de-
termived Lo know 1o this work no Nortb,no
South, no East, no West, but only to love
and serve Jesus, He-spoke of the warm
hospitality which they hsd received every-
where in the South, snd of the kindly spirit
and able assistance of the souihern press
whicl taey bad everywbere met.

The report of Messrs. Cree und Hall gives
deeply interesting details of their visits in
Vireinia, Georeiu, Florida, South Carolina,
Alubama, Louisiapa, Texus, Tennessee, and
North Cuarolinu, ‘They thus sum up Lheir
labors :

«\We had spant eighty-two days, travelled
almost 7.000 miles through eleven States,
beld speeial meetings of oneto four days in
thiviy-one citics, We fGaind associntions in
sixtoen cities, and organizitions have since
been, or, we think, will soon be, efiected in
at lenst nipe otbers. In some of the points
visited organizations existed simply iv nuie,
but as a result of the visitation they have be-
come active. In no case did we endeavor Lo
orzanize during our stay, althoush in some
justances eommittees wese appointed with
view of etfecting an orgunization.

[0 Augusta, Swvanoah, and other points,
great revivals have followed the meetinus,
und the associations at these paints have de-
veloped great spiritunl netivity, large num-
bers having been added to all the churches.
Everywhere we were most cordially received,
und by no class more kiodly tban by the
ministry. In every cily we visited the
churches were open to us, und almost the
entire evangelieal miinistry nitended and took
part in our meetings, aiding us by word and
deed. To this cause, sccond only to the
mwanifest presence of the Holy Spirit, is largely
to be attributed the suceess that attended our
eftorts.

« We found the secular and religious press
everywhere reacdy to help, and we availed
ourselves of their columns, furnishing many
articles which gave the details o Association
work, enlarging upon its various agencies,
and couveying information as to the mode of
effecting an organizilion.

«Qur mission was to stimulate and en-
courage personul eflort for Christ by the lay-
wen in the churches, and we usually pre-
scoted this theme, thinking that lay activity
would demonstrate the desirableness of Lhe
Curistian Association as a successful orgau-
ized agency for such activily. Upon all
proper occasions, directly and indircetly, the
work of the association wus fully explaived
and enlarged upon. In all our iweetings we
endeavored to give prominence to the Word,
the presence ol the Holy Spirit, und the power
of prayer,and the simple presentation of the
perconal necd of 4 personal Saviour,

« We cannot close our report without ex-
pressing the conviction that God has wouo-
derfully blessed the seed <own, and hus given
marked evidence of his gudance snd diree-
tion in our work. He opened the bearts of
ministers and laymen of all denominations to
beartily cciiperate with us. The undertak-
ing was conceived in prayer, the meaos for
carrying it out were given in answer to
prayer, and every step in ils progress was
marked by uaited aund importunate prayer,
Viewiog the result that bas followedl the ef-
fort we ¢in only say, ¢ Not unto us, O Lord,
pot unto us, but unto ‘T'hy pame give glory.

[u waking bis address ifr. Hall was fre.
uently interrupted with loud spplause, and
he took his seat the Conventivn (atthe

the Mresident) united with
of New Jersey, in 8 prayer of
thanksgiving for what they had just heard.

R. C. Morse, geperal secretary of the Con-
vention, filed his annual report.

REPORT OF MR, RICHARB C. MORSE, GENERAL
SECRETARY, i

The secretary bad occupied m'uch legs time
in personal visitation than duripg previous
ears, but bad conducted a more extensive
thsn ever by meuns of corre-

q
when
suggestion of
Lev. E.-Mix,

interconrse

spondence. ]
The Exccutive Committee bad been rep-

resented at all of the State and provineisl
conventions by either one of us members or
by some gentleman prominent in Association
work.

The report gives a tabular statement of
eighteen general conventions, the place of
meeting and date of each, the number of as-
sociations (282) represented, tbe number of
delegites (1244), and of corresponding mem-
bers (389) who were present ut these meet-
ines, and the names of the following gentle-
men who represented the committee at these

meetiogs : L. W. Muohall, M. D., S. A,
Tageart, H. Thaue Miller, R. C. Morse, Ver=

ranus Morse, M, D., R. B. McBuroer, Rus-
sel Sturgis, Jr., H. K. Porter, R. K, Rem-
jngton, Robert Weidensall, 'T. K. Cree,
George A, Hall, and Cepbas Brainerd.

The report states thut the following re-
sults bave been secured by these conven-
Liouvs: ' oS

1. I'bis  Conventlon and its work were
represented fu every ome of these local
meetings, apd thus brought to the attention
of delegstes from ussociations a larger nom-
per than ever assembled with us in these in-

sympathy and fellowship uaitiog all the or-
ganizations io one brotherhood was streng:h-
ened. 3. In the case of the New Epgland
conventions a special previous effort was
made by communication with our cor-
responding members in that section to
bring the stroog Association States—Massa-
chusetts and New Hampshire—into ccioera-
tion with veighboring States where the cuuse
was feeble. Messrs. R. K. Remiogton and
H. M. Moore, of Massuchusetis, and M. B,
Critchett and Allan Folger, of New Hamp-
shire, generously responded, and were pre-
sent at the Vermont copvention last Octo-
ber. The State Committee then appointed
were Informed and stimulated by these breth-
ren, and a wooderful blessing has attended
their visitation in Yermont. The chairman
of the State Commitlee writes thus, two
months ago: *“ October, 1874, not u warm
gpot in Vermont. March, 1875, one thousand
conversions.”” Apd since tbat time hun-
dreds bave been added to the number,

The general pesult of all the seventeen
State and proviocial conventions the past
season s full of encouragement, Five of
the committees of these conventions (Penn=-
sylvania, Ontario, Massachusette, New Hamp:
shire,and Ohlo,) employ secretaries, and each
is orgunizing and carrsing on a work baving
ex:ellencies peculiar to itself. Fraterpal in.
tercourse and better knowledge of one an-
other’s work could not fail to be of great
benefir in these leading Stutes.

In New York, New Je:sey, Indiana, and
Illinois the eall for a State secretary i3 ime
perative, and those most conversant with the
work there are persuaded that suchan officer
is indispensable to further development of
the associations in numbers aud velivity.

After representing the committee at the
Convention of the Maritime Provicess Mr,
H. Thape Miller visited the five leading
cities of that section, and in each instance
his words and works were blessed io giving
an impulse to the cause,

Rev. 8. A, Tageart, the Pennsylvania
secretary, performed a similar service for
the committee iu Qulario, visiting Port
Hope, Colbourg, Peterboro’, Lindsay, and
Whitby.

The correspoudence of the office has ulso
embraced the following important matters:

(1). Arrangements for the tour of Messrs.
T. K. Cree and G. A. Hall. The money
necessary for tbe prosecution of this tour
was received ehiefly by written appeal to the
fricnds of the cause, Tts blessed results bave
made necessary an extensive and importunt
correspondence wlth brethren seeking in-
formation about the associations and their
work.

(2). Similar effort has aceompanied and fol-
lowed the tour amon: our German bretbren
by Rev. F. Vou Scblnembach, but the
greater portion of this corresapondence has
been transacted by bim in the Germun lan-
guage.

(8). The conference of the committes and
its correspouding members at Hurrisbure,
January 26 and 27, was prepred for, and its
results followed up by, a large correspond-
ence, A similar work in connection with
the similar conference at 1'ort Wayne, April
(and 7. was very kindly voluntecred and
admirably performed by Dr. Lo W. Munball,
the corresponding member for Indiany,

(4). Immediately after the Dayton conven-
tion all the associations not represented were
promptly informed by letter of the action
there tuken, and were invited to ccdperate in
the weneral work.

(5). Iinally, the correspondence relating to
the calling of this conveuntion, and the secur-
ing of reports, bas been more extended thuan
in any previous year. By requestand circu-
lars, often repeated, reports have been se-
eured frum 520 associations on this continent,
Reports have also been sought and secured
as follows: From Great Britain, 263 ; from
Germany, 104; from Switzerland, 39; from
IFrauee, 135 Irom Jupan, 1-=total, 419,

These reports baveall been esrefully tabu-
Jated, with the names of the oflicers of each
association, and will appear in the appendix
to the proceedings of Lhis Convention,

But while the work of correspondence bus
thus been greatly eolarged, personal visita-
fion has not been neglected. Twenty-nine
visits —less than half the number of the year
previous—have been made by the secretary
to twenty-seven different places, the most
distant being Norwich, VL. ; Louisville, Ky.;
and Richmond, Va. As muny as three hun-
dred persons, whose names und addresses
are carefully preserved, have been conversed
with personally about the Associution, is
geueral interests, and local claims and devel-
opment,

The report gives a list of the pluces and
dates of the personal visits of the seeretury,
ant concludes as follows :

In four instances, incluging Louisville, the
yisits were made in conunection with a pro-
posal to organize an association; andinevery
ease but the last (only two weeks ago) an or-
ganization bas resulted.

Anniversaries of associalions were attend-
ed in 8ix places,

Tue first of a series of district conventions
in Maryland, at Frederick; a conference of
the associations and Sunday schools in Bur=
lington, N. J.; meetings of the State Commit-
tees of New York and New Jersey, und of
the Executive Committee of the General Sec-
retaries, have also been attended in answer to
urgent invitation.

Five visits were uodertaken to atiend, on
behall’ of the committee, the Stale conven-
tions of Pennsylvania, Indiana, Connecti-
cut, Vermout, and Virginia,

Publication.—All slong. the line of this
visitution and correspondence the pamphlets
publisbed by the conveniion bave been
liberally scattered, apd abundant evidence
has been received of the zood service to the
cause thus rendered.

A new and enlarged edition of the pam-
phlet “The Youog Meu's Cbristian Asso-
cation As It 1s7 bas been prepared und pub-
lished,

The report of the secretaries’ conference
was, at tbeir request, prepared and issued
from our oflice,

Within a month from the adjournment of
the Dayton convention the proceedings
were promptly published; and, owing to
this circumstance, the demand for them was
greater than in any previous year. Prepira-
tious have been made for an equally prompt
publication of the report of this conven-
tion.

As many as ten thousand circulars, five
thousund pamphlets, and a score of wiitlen
letters (duily) bave been issued from the office
of the secretary, inaddition to the visitation
above reported, and yet the demand every
month is for enkrgement in every depart
ment.

Afltersinging, and prayer by S, B. Brewer,
of Montgomery, Ala, the President an-
nounced that the next topic tor discussion
was
¢« THE WORK OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES OF

STATE AND PRUVINCIAL CONVENTIONS.”

Rev. Dr. Reminglon, of Massachusetts,
opened the discussion by an excellent ad-
dress, in which he detailed the woik in New
England, its difliculties and successes.

AMr. M. B. Critchell, of New Hawpshire,
pext made an nddress of interest, in which he
set forth the work in the ¢“old Granite
State.”

H. H. Wells, general secretary, of Obio,
then resd an able, carefully prepared, aod
very valuable paper, in which be gave most
interesting practical details of the work in
which be bad been engaged.

I. C. Seeley,State secretary for Minnesota,
save a sketeh of the ditHiculties in bis State
and how they had been met, and concluded
by earaestly insisting that if they bad been
able to succeed in his State the work could
be easily organized and pushed in il of the
States.

Mr. W. P. Crombie, secretary of the pro-
vinces of Quebec and Ontario, madea deeply
interesting statement to the efftct that the
Lord was blessing them in the provinces.

After prayer by Rev. A, G. Byers,

Rev. br. R. Y. Swann, of Boston, made 8
stirring speectron the relation of laymen o
the work of the Church, He rejoiced in‘'the

efforts and

J

more mwen who can make eluquent speeches
on the platform copcluding - with that most
eloquent of perorations, * Here is my check
for §100,” or more, as the case may be. There
is a peed of men whose hearts bubble up
with cloquence, and whose pockets bubble
with checks. A *faith without works is
desd,” and that which has no cash in it is the
very deadest thing in the world. He bad
no sort of sympathy with that spirit of jeal-
ousy of the laymen which some preachers
bad ; but be would ssy to the laymen, ©1f
you car getahead of me just go on, and if I
can’t catch up by my slow pladding then Il
take the express,” He paid an eloguent
tribute to the Inymen. He had come to lay
tlie hand of a Boston pastor om this work,
and to say, “ Goit! snd God go with you.”
Rev.. Mr. Taggart, State secretary for Penn-
sylvania, continued the discussion of “ State
work,” and made a sensible, praetical, earn-
est address, which contained many valuable
fuggestions.
_ These addresses were all full of points of
interest to Assoclation workers, and it is re-
gretted that there is not space for a full re-
port of them all. They were interspersed
with some very sweet avd appropriate songs.
A Richmord mother sent up a request for
special prayer for a wayward som, and the
Coonvention united with Mr, McCormick in
prayver for this onhject.
The following telegram was read !

“ Marion, Ara., May 26, 1875.
“To the President of Ihe International Con-
venlion :
“ The Young Men's Christian Association
of Muarion, Alu.,earnestly pray that God will
bless you in conventlon., Matthew, v., 6.

“ James SHERRARD, President,”
A communication was read from Mayor
A. M. Keiley, president of the City School
Bourd, inviting the members of the Conven-
tion to visit the publie schosls of Richmound
at such times as they might find it con-
venient,
A communicition woas received from the
authorities of the Richmond and Danville
railroad invitiog the Convention to tuke an
excursion by their road to the granite quar-
ries. These lovitations were referred to the
Committee on Business,

The Committee on Resolutions reported
one to the eff-ct thot & committee be ap-
pointed to secure an extra train to Wash-
mgton on Monday morning.

‘T'ne Committee on Devotionsl Exercises
reported u series of out-door and otber ex-
ercises for yesterday evening, and the ful-
lowing for this morniog: At 64 o’clock, in
Scecond Baptist chureb, Bible-readings for
Curistian workers, by Hev. George Need-
ham, * the Irish evangelist.,”

Devotional exercises at same place from 9
to 10 A. M. ; to allof which the public are
cordially invited.

The tollowing telegram was read :

“ Manison, Inn,, Moy 26, 1875.
%Y, M. C. A. Convention :

« Greeting from Madison Y, M., €. A.—

Over 200 conversions, The work continues,
“ Loucks & Brack.”

The Business Commnittee submitted the
followinz me:snge, which was ordered to be
telegraphed to the Baptist Convention in ses-
sionat Philadelphia; the General Assemblies
of the Presbyteriun Chureh North, at Cleve-
lund, and of the Presbyterian Chureh South,
at St. Louis; the General Assembly of the
Evangencal Lutberan Church, =t Baltimore,
and the General Synod of the Reformed
Church at Fort Wayoe, lud,:

“ Ricuroxp, May 27, 1875,

¢ The Internationul Convention of Young
Men’s Christinn  Assoeiations, now In ses-
sion, send fraternsl greetlngs, Read First
Tuessalonians, 3d chapter, 12tk and 13th
verses,”

Afternoon Session.

The wisdom of baying an afternoon ses-
sion at all was very serionsly brougot into
question by the small attendance and the
tardiness with which most of those present
appeared. .

A short while after the appointed bour (4
o’clock) the Convention was opened wiih
devotional exercises, led by Rev. D, P. Wills,
of Richmoud,

The topic apnounced s first on the pro-
Lramme was
¢ ASSOCIATION BIBLE CLASSFS FOR CHRISTIAN

WORKERS,”

The discussion was opened by Rev, George
Haigue, of Toronto, who read un exceedingly
able puper. He urged o9 tundamental prin-
ciples that the members of such u cluss
should come with a full recogumtion of the
faet that this is God's word, with the teach-
ableness of little children, and with a full
recognition of the fact that Christ is the
erand central truth of both the Om and New
Testament, e guve the lvllowing practi-
cal hints:

1. All should be leaders and all should
make a thorough preparation,

2, There should be, it possible, at least
one who understood the original Seriptures.

3. Seripture should be compared with avd
made to interpret Seripture.

4. Such classes should ouly discuss prac-
tical questions.

5. Above all, there should be constant
prayer for the enlightenivg influence of the
Holy Spirit.

The President earnestly urged the import-

ance of o sense of dependence on the Holy
Spirit.  The discussion was further partici-
pated in by S. B, Brewer, ol Alabami; A.
N. Carpenter, of Chicago; D. K. Small, ol
York, Pa.; George C, Newdham, of Phila-
delpola; A, G. Byers, of Columbus, Unio ;
and E. P. Woods, of Lowe!l, Mass,, and
wany valuable hints were breught out,
BIBLE CLASSES FOR EVANGELISTIC FPURPOSES
was the next topic annaunced, and its dis-
cussion ;was introduced by James McCor-
mick, of Hurrisburg, Ps. He begun bis
remarks by the fravk declaration thut he had
something to say which he wanted all to
hear, and wade one of lhe speeches of the
Couvention—pointed, practical, sensible,
earnest, and touching. He urged the im-
portance of imparting Bible truth and knowl-
edue w Lhe very lowest claszes of socicty,
and by way of illustration gave a very vivid
apd deeply interesting sketch of a mission
Bible-:luss of which he knew,
Mr. McCormick did not intimate anything
of the sort, but it was privately learned that
the Bible-class allnded to was bis own. He
hus immense iron 1oterests, and i3 accus-
tomed to gather hiy employés and others
whom bLe csn resch inoto his palatial resi-
dence that he 4y teach them God’s Word,
lead them to Jesus, and put them to work
for Him smong their fellows,

The discussion was furtber participated
in by Rev. F. Von Sebluembacb, of Buli-
more; Rev. P. C. Prugh, of Cincionati; W,
L. Seubrook ; and Rev. Dr. Nast, of Cincin-
pati § and was ouve of more than ordinary in-
terest.

After a number of anpouncemenis the
Convyention adjourned to 8 o’clock.

Night Session.

. The church wes crowded again to-night,
and after some very sweet singing the deyo-
Lional exercises were opened by Rev. A, C.
Bledsoe, of Richmond.
The topic for the evening was
GENERAL EVANGELISTIC WORK,

1. Loy preaching—its importance and the
training young men should bave for it,

9, Prayer-meetings—bow to increase their
usefulness and interest.

The first part of the topic was opened
in 2o excellent speech by Rey, E. Mix, of
Orapge county, N. J. He spoke of the im-
portance of preachinf. made @ distinction
between lay and clerical preaching, and In-
gisted that just as after the martyrdom of
Stephen the disciples went everywhere und
talked for Jesus,s0 DOW our laymen must g0
out into the highwsys and hedges and tell
the destitute of the great salvation. He
tnought that tbe ordained ministry soould
do more in the way of training their laymen

Moody and Sankey and the
which their labors had taught.

the successes of the laymen, tlaI

to talk for Jesus, He thanked God for
grand lessous
He clogsed

by reading the following extract from a let-

tucky : : ;
“ For my own part, T concur fully with
those who maintain most.earnestly the doc.
trine of the Church visible and organized as
an essential element of the Gospel; that
when souls are born again, they are born
into the family of God with reiation to the
other chi.dren of the family which have out-
ward expression in_the organized Church
vi«ible, with its ministry called by the Holy ;
Ghost and solemely =et apart by ordipation.
to their office inthe Church snd with ordi-
niaoces appointed by Christ. But, on the
otber hand, I concur with those who main-
tain just as firmly not only the right
but the duty of every  private member of
the Church upofficially to press Christ and
His salvation upoun sioners whenever aad
wherever such sinner can be got to listen
tothe invitatian. Andifl & private Christian
may thus tell one, he may tetl five or ten in
the Sunday-school and Bible-cluss, He may,
by parity of reasoning, tell ten tbousand it
be can get the ear of so many. Not oply is
the Bride the Lamb’s wife through her offi-
cial ministers and ststed ordinances to eay
“Cowe,” but “let bhim tbat heareth say
come,’ There is the commission of every
private Christian to preach. ¢ Restore unto
me the jovs of Thv salvation, then will L
teach transgressors Thy way.

*1 tukeu new-lound interestin the Young
Men’s Christian Aassociation, as at present
organized, chiefly because I understand its
work 1o beever with an eye single tosaving
sinuers. Your luy preaching and lay evan-
velism is, if I uuderstand, of the same
type with that of Moody aud Sankey. 1ts
wission i3 not to cburches.as such—there-
fore it seeks public halls ratber than eburch-
es—but the vast masees of people outside
the organized churchesit seeks with the
uoited aid of all evangelical churches to go
outside to these masses under the broad com-
wission to private Christians, ‘him that
hearelh say Come™

Rev. H. C. Moore, of Massachusetts, made
a most effective talk on prayer-meetings,
whicl: be regarded as the thermometers of
the Church, He insisted that their grand
object was to bring togetber and hold as
many as possible, and then bring them to
Christ. He gave some deeply interesting
hints for conducting prayer-meeticgs, and
mude a speech of great power and efleet,

J. B. Morrow, of Halifax, N. 8., and Rev.
Robert Weidensall, general agent for the
Weat, closed the discussion with earnest five-
minute talks,

The President then introdpced in a few
well-chosen words

REV. W, M'GREGOR,

of Manchester, Engzland, representative of
the nssociations of (ireat Britain.

Mr. MeGregor made an exceedingly able,
witty, and efective speech, of which it Is re-
protted the want of spice "precludes any
report, He guve n very interesting account
of the labors of Moody and Bankey In Eng-
land, and spoke in eloquent strain of the
power of the gospel in binding together the
most diversified interests and the most dis-
tant seetions, Mr, McGregor was frequently
interrupted by loud applause, and was com-
peltedl to “go on” by the ealls of the Con-
yention. When he tock his seat, and the
Convention rose and sung “ Blest be the
Tie,” while the President clasped bis band
(Alabama and Evgland in loving embrace),
the scene was graundly inspiring, aed the
vast eovnerezation seemed deeply impressed.

Indeed, the meeting last night was con-
sidered one of very great power.

'The following telegram was then read:

« PoiLApeLeara, Pa., Muy 26, 1875.
¢ Prysident Inlernational Convention Young

Men's Chrstian Associations :

6 [enlth with other circumstances deprive
e of the nnticipated privilege ot meetlng with
sou. May the preseves of the Master bind
the bearts of all sections in an everlasting
covenant of peaes and renewed eonsecration
for service, Wanamaker cables ten Moody
meetings last Sabhutb, Town greatly move d.
Interest ineressing, Remember Moody and
Siukey in your prayers.

% Georee IL. StUART.”

In accordance with tbe request Rey, Dr.
T. D. Witherspoon, ol Petersburg, led the
Convention in special prayer for Moody and
Sankey.

Alter the meeting adjourned the congre-
ution remuined for some time engaged in
singing,

Programme for To-Day.

The morning session, at 10 A. M., wili be
for delegates only, and as busivess of grest
importsuce is to come up, every delegale
will be expected to be present.
© At 4 . M. the third topic will be con~
sidered, and the third section (rallroad em-
ployé+) will be introduced by W. K. Daven-
port, of Pennosylvania, and A, W, Stager, of
Obio,

At h P. M. the work in colleges, &e., will
be opened by S. A. Steele, of Virginin,

AL 8 P2, M., commercial nod artisan classes,
to be introduced by J. B. Morrill, of Hali-
fux, und M, K, Jesup, of New York.

At 9:30, ** Destitute Youog Men” will be
spoken upon by H. P. Adams, of Maryland.

ALY, Hev. Mr. Byers, of Oblo, willspesk
upon *¢ Commercial Classes,”

Adjourn st 9:30 P, M.

Pustors who desire their pulpits filled on
Sunduy by members of the Convention are
requested to send in their requests to the
committee, in the basement of the Second
Baptist chureb, by 10 o’clock to-day.

Open-Air Meetings Y. M. C. A. To-Day
arGl.4 . M.
CorxgR SEVENTI AND BROAD StEEETS,—F.
L. Smith, W, C. Bibley, J. D. Blake,
Byep Istaxp, corser Eigurm Axp Byrp
Srneers.— U, B. Critcbett, O, R. Swckweil,
S, A, Kean,
CorNER SEVENTEENTH AND CARY STREETS.
K. A. Burpell, George R, Stuart, James P,
orr.
(orxer oF Ninta AND Grate, WEeST S1DE OF
CartroL SQuARE.—George W. Cobb, S. A,
Taggart, M, H. Lane. ,
Eicnra STREET BETWEEN MAIN AND CARY. -
D, A. Sioclair, —— McCormick, James
MeConaughy.
Lipsy Hiir--E, P. Woods, D, J. Pike,
F. T. Lockhart,
DevoriorAL xeeTisG at Second Church
from 9 to 10 A. M., especially devoted to
prayer for the young men of Richmond.
B1sLE READING at Grace-Street Presbyterisn
churen at 6} P. M. by George C. Needham.
Subject: ‘Lne Blood.”

Delegeates International Convention
Y. M.C. A,
Alabama.~Marion : C. W, Lovelace, A.
M. Fowlkes. Montgomery: S. B. Brewer.
Selma: S. T. Hobbs, H. H. Stewart, Joseph
Hardie. Talledega: R. H. Isbell. 5
Connecticut,—Colchester : Samuel D. Til-
dep. Goshen: Rev. T. A. Hazen, Mystic
Bridge: Rev. Theodore L. Gardner. New
Hayven: John E. Durand, Samuel C. Jobn~
ston. Waterbury : John Blair. West Me~
riden : J. R. Sutlitf, W. E, Beoham, W. B.
Deanl
Colorado.—Boulder :  J. C. Pratt.
District of Columbia.—Howard Ubivers
sity: Robert T. Wheeler. Washington: ¥,
H. Switb, Elphoozo Yourgs, Allred Wood,
J. R. Imbrie, Alexander Bielaski, William
H. Morris, J, B. Arcber, A, 8. Pratt,
Gwrﬂka.-Augum: William A. Braoch,
Frederick ‘I'. Lockbart, W. C. Sibley, John
W. Wallace, Savsnnah: J.R.West, &G
Howell. Waynpesboro® :  Robert

00, { . 3 A
{8, — : K. A, Burgell, D. J
Illinois,— Aurora = n.’mun- %
1 Ty

Pike. Chicago: W.J. Weeber, ;
took. W. W Vanaradale, B. N. Vanarsdale,
A. N. Carpenter, 8, A, Keap, C. G, Wheeler,
Jecksonyi le:h Robert D. R Peoris
Jumes Wuterbouse. . . . .
Indiena.—Aurors : Rev, Charles Tin:
[ndiavapolis : W. 8. D. Hail, Frank L Sa
Leroy W. Braden, John D. Basil,
AMupbsil.  Lepanous: ue
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